Does Forestry contribute to mercury in Swedish fish:
 A synoptic survey of runoff from recently harvested sites?

“Water is a mirror of the landscape.” In Sweden that mirror reflects mostly forests, and the fish in many lakes of that forest landscape have levels of mercury that are above that which is safe for human consumption. Does forest harvest contribute to this problem? 
Plans to dramatically increase forest growth and harvest for biofuels have renewed research on the aquatic effects of forest harvest and how to mitigate them. The role of forestry in the mercury contamination of Swedish fish remains a sensitive issue, with much speculation but far too little data. This project will, in cooperation with major forest companies, help to address that problem with a synoptic survey of recently harvested sites. The goal is to locate ca 50 headwater streams where a significant part of the catchment was harvested in the last five years. A similar number of control sites will be located. These sites will be identified from the GIS databases maintained by forest companies. Once located, the sites will be sampled in the autumn. The data will then be analyzed to see what site characteristics and water chemistry data are correlated to the concentration of mercury (both total Hg and the more bioavailable methylmercury form.) The working hypothesis is that recent forest harvest operations will be associated with higher levels of mercury and methylmercury.
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